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SWINGING THURIBLES IN EARLY BYZANTINE CHURCHES IN THE HOLY LAND

The swinging of thuribles in which incense is burned to produce a sweet smelling smoke is a fa-
miliar scene in Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches. The use of incense in religious wor-
ship predates Christianity by thousands of years, and the Old Testament contains numerous refer-
ences to it. As early as the 4th century AD, literary sources describe the practice of burning incense
during church services in the Holy Land. Several bronze thuribles suspended from three chains have
been discovered in Early Byzantine churches in the Eastern Mediterranean. Mosaics of contempora-
neous churches depict a thurifer holding in his right hand a thurible similar to those found in exca-
vations of churches. There are a few variants in shape but they all consist of a small container, usually
made of bronze, three chains, and no lid. Wall paintings in churches at Novgorod show that swing-
ing thuribles without a lid, very similar to those from Early Byzantine churches, continued to be used
for many centuries in Russian Orthodox churches.
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KapgunpHunpl Ha Hensax B paHHeBU3aHTUIICKUX epKBax CBATOM 3eMmn

Kagnnpaunpl Ha 1ensax, B KOTOPBIX KyPU/ICA NPUATHO IAXHYIIMIA JIaflaH, — XOPOLIO M3BECT-
HBIII 971eMeHT 6orocmy>keHna BocToyHbIX IIpaBocmaBHbIx M Pumckoit Katommdeckoit Llepkseit.
OpnHako KaXKfeHMe B OOroCay)XeH!M HaMHOTO CTaplie XpUCTMAHCTBA, M BeTxmit 3aBeT HeOgHO-
KPaTHO YIIOMMHAeT 3TOT 00brvail. Y>ke B IV B. mucbMeHHbIe MICTOUYHVKY ONMCBHIBAIOT KaKIeHMe
Ha 6orocmyxennax B CaToir 3emne. Heckonbko 6pOH30BBIX KaVIBHAL, C TPeMsA LEIAMU ObUIN
Hali/leHbl B paHHEBM3aHTUIICKMX LIePKBaxX B BocTouHOM CpenuseMHoMopbe. Ha Mo3ankax B xpa-
Max TOTO )K€ BPeMEHM eCTb M300paskeHNns KaJAIVX JIIoflell C TAaKMMM >Ke KaJV/IbHUIIAMIY, KaKie
HaXOJAT B packonkax. Popma MOXXET HEMHOTO BapbMpPOBATbCA, HO BCE 9TU Ka[UIbHUIIBI IIPEJ-
CTaBJIAIOT COOO0J HeOONbIIYI0 KOPOOOUKY 0e3 KPBIIKM, C TpeMs LeNsaMM, OObIYHO U3 OPOH3BL
Hosropopckue Gpecky CBUIeTENbCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO KaJM/IbHUIIBI 6€3 KPBIIIKY Ha IIeTAX, OYeHb
IIOXO0)KME Ha PaHHEBM3AHTUIICKME, MPOJO/DKAIN VCIIONb30BATbCA B TEYEHME MHOTMX CTONIETUI
B Pycckoii IIpaBocmasroit LlepkBu.
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THE ICONOGRAPHY OF THE “GESTURE OF BLESSING” IN THE HELLENISTIC,
ROMAN AND BYZANTINE PERIODS IN THE NEAR EAST

The so-called “gesture of blessing” — the raised right hand with the palm turned outward —is open
to a number of interpretations, depending on the cultural and religious context in which it occurs.
It is very ancient and persists until the present day in the visual arts. When excavating at Dura Euro-
pos Franz Cumont described it as the ‘ritual gesture of the ancient Semites’; most scholars refer to the
gesture of blessing while others define it as gesture of omnipotence, prayer, reverence, plea and wish
for protection. Different interpretations will arise from the archaeological evidence with regard to re-
ligion and cult, ethnicity, social status and target group.

The areas I shall focus on are Syria, the Nabatean realm, the Parthian Empire, the Byzantine Em-
pire, Egypt and South Arabia. At first glance, it is primarily the Roman political koine and later
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Christian art which ties these areas together. Stone sculpture and reliefs, sarcophagi, mosaics and wall
paintings, clay and bronze figurines, cosmetic containers and coins will be presented and discussed.
Male and female divinities, their worshipers, priests, saints, royal and high ranking personalities as well
as common people and the deceased are represented within diverse ethnic, religious and social groups
in sacral, funerary and domestic contexts. Roman and Christian emperors are often depicted with the
raised right hand well into the Middle Ages. The place of this gesture in Christian iconography is well-
documented; it became a predominant gesture as sign of blessing of the Roman Catholic, Greek and
Russian Orthodox churches.
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]/[KOHOI‘Pa(l)I/IH JKecTa 071aroc/IoBeHNns B IMINHUCTUNIECKOM, PUMCKOM I BU3aHTUIICKOM
ucKyccrBe bamxknero Bocroka

Tak Ha3bIBaeMbIl «KeCT 0/aroc/IOBeHNsI» — IOJHATAs IpaBas PyKa C JaJOHbIO, BBICTAB/ICH-
HOJI BIIEpe], — MHTEPIPETUPYETCs MO-PasHOMY B 3aBUCHMMOCTI OT TOTO KY/IBTYPHOTO M PEIUTH-
O3HOTO KOHTEKCTa, B KOTOPOM OH BcTpedaeTcA. OH O4eHb ApeBHMIT, HO BCTPEYaeTCA B PEIUTHU-
O3HOM MICKYCCTB€ BIIIOTh JJO HamuXx fAHeil. IoBopsa o Haxopkax B [lypa Esponoc, ®pann Kromon
Ha3BaJl €r0 «PUTYATbHBIM XKECTOM JIPEBHUX CEMUTOB»; OOJIBIINHCTBO MCCIEOBATeNIell Ha3bIBAIOT
€ro YKeCTOM 0/1ar0C/IOBEeHNs, TOT/ja KaK APyrue OIMCBIBAIOT €r0 KaK BbIpa)kKeHVe BCeMOIYIeCTBa,
MOJIMTBBI, TOYNTAHV, IPOCHOBI O 3aCTYIHMYECTBE ¥ Ip. Pas3myHble MHTEpIpeTaluy MOTYT BBI-
BOIMTBCS U3 APXEONOTNYeCKVX JAHHBIX, YYUTHIBAs OCOOCHHOCTY PEIUTUY U KYy/IbTa, HallMOHA/Ib-
HOCTb, COIMA/IbHBII CTATyC ¥ IpefHa3HauYeHMe N300 paXKeH .

B poxnane peun 6yner upru o Cupun, Habaree, [Tapdun, Busantun, Erunre u KOxnoit Apa-
Buy. Ha mepBblit B3IJIAJ, 9TU PErMOHbI CBA3BIBACT PUMCKas IOMUTIYECKasd TPAJVILIV Y paHHEXPU-
CTMAHCKOE JMICKYCCTBO. B nmokmazie 6yayT paccMOTpeHbI KaMeHHbIe CKYIBITYPBI U penbedsl, cap-
Kodary, Mo3auky U pecky, IIMHSAHbIE ¥ OPOH30Bble PUIYPKM, IUKCUIBI M MOHEThL. My>KcKue
Y JKEHCKMe OO0XKeCTBa, MIX IIOYMTATeN, SKPelbl ¥ CBALICHHMKMY, CBATbIE, NPEACTaBUTEIN IIpaBsi-
I[VIX JHACTNII, BBICOKOIIOCTAB/IEHHbIE /IMIIA U IIPOCTBIE JIIOAM, IPYHAIEKAIMe K pa3HbIM Hal-
OHAJIPHOCTSIM, PE/TUTHAM U COLMATbHBIM IPYIIIaM, IPEACTaBIeHbl B CAKPAIbHOM, OTPebaTbHOM
1 OBITOBOM KOHTEKCTe. PUMCKMe 11 BU3AaHTUIICKIE MMIIEPATOPDI YaCTO M300paskaich ¢ ITOTHATON
IIPaBOJI PYKOJI U B CpefHMe Beka. 3HaYeHVe 9TOT0 XKeCTa B XPUCTUAHCKON MKOHOrpaduu Xopolo
VICCTIElOBAHO; OH CTaJI IJIABHBIM XKeCTOM, 0003HavaromuM 61arociosenne B Pumckoit Karommye-
ckolt, Ipeudeckoit u Pycckoit IIpaBocnasnoit LlepkBax.

Tapxanosa CBernana BanepbeBHa
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u epadocmpoumenvcmea, Poccust

Cnonumu B epKBAX 1 cuHarorax IlazecTnnpl No3gHEeaHTMYHOTO IIEPUOAA.
Ipexo-puMcKMit MM paHHEBU3AHTUICKIIL CTUIB?

[TpakTyKa BTOPMYHOTO VICIIO/Nb30BaHMsI IPEKO-PUMCKUX JeTaneil Hanbomee XOpOIIo 13BeCTHaA
110 MHOTOYMC/IEHHBIM XPUCTMAHCKMM XpaMaM MO3JHeaHTUYHOro nepuoja B Pume, Koncrantuno-
nose U Ha obmuMpHo Tepputopun Ipennn, Manoit Asun u brmxuaero Boctoka. XoTst oHa nmerna
CBOIO IIPEIBICTOPUIO B ICKYCCTBE JIpeBHETO MMPa, HO IMEHHO B PaHHEBU3aHTUIICKUII IIEPUO], CIIO-
7y OBUIM TIOMY/IIPHBI KaK HMUKOrAa npexxae. [IpobreMa nx mpuMeHeHNUs B LIEPKOBHOI apXUTEKType
JOCTAaTOYHO XOPOILO M3y4YeHa, OTHAKO OHA COBEPIIEHHO HE 3aTPOHYTa B MICC/IEIOBAaHNUAX 110 CHHA-
roraM, B TO BpeMs KaK B 3TOJI ITapajUIe/IbHO BETBU 30[Y€CTBA CYIECTBOBAIM CBOYM IPVHIUIIBI
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